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DIDACTIC YEAR

MES534 Evidence-Based Medicine (1 credit) This is the first of two sequential courses in the track of
evidence-based medicine. This course is designed to help students navigate the medical literature to find
answers to clinical questions that are based on valid medical research evidence, referred to as evidence-
based medicine (EBM). Understanding of research methods is essential for an effective practice of EBM
as future clinicians.

ME531 Human Anatomy | (2 credits) This course is the first in a series of four courses designed to acquire
understanding of normal clinical anatomy, through an organ systems-based approach. This course will
start with a comprehensive review of hematology, histology and an in-depth coverage of the
integumentary system. It will additionally examine the normal clinical anatomy and physiology
associated with eyes, ears, nose and throat. Lectures will include both anatomy and physiology content.
We will use programs that provide the opportunity to explore anatomy in a virtual setting. Laboratory
assignments will be completed using virtual dissection platforms.

ME541 Human Anatomy Il (3 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed to
acquire understanding of normal clinical anatomy, through an organ systems-based approach. This
course covers the gastrointestinal, cardiovascular, and pulmonary systems. Lectures will include both
anatomy and physiology content. We will use programs that provide the opportunity to explore anatomy
in a virtual setting. Laboratory assignments will be completed using virtual dissection platforms.

ME551 Human Anatomy Il (3 credits) This course is the third in a series of four courses designed to
acquire understanding of normal clinical anatomy, through an organ systems-based approach. The
systems that will be covered in this course are the immune system, musculoskeletal system and nervous
system. Additionally, the immune system will be explored for better understanding of infectious diseases.
Lectures will include both anatomy and physiology content. We will use programs that provide the
opportunity to explore anatomy in a virtual setting. Laboratory assignments will be completed using
virtual dissection platforms.

ME561 Human Anatomy IV (2 credits) This course is the fourth in a series of four courses designed to
acquire understanding of normal clinical anatomy, through an organ systems-based approach. This
course will cover the renal, urologic, endocrine and reproductive systems. Emphasis will be placed on
understanding the structure and function of these systems and their relevance to clinical practice.
Lectures will include anatomy and physiology content. We will use programs that provide the
opportunity to explore anatomy in a virtual setting. Laboratory assignments will be completed using
virtual dissection platforms.

ME533 Basic Sciences | (2 credits) This course is the first in a series of four courses designed to introduce
students to the broad scope of pathophysiology through an organ systems-based approach. Students will
integrate anatomic and physiologic principles to develop an understanding of selected diseases with an



emphasis on epidemiology, etiology, pathophysiology, and clinical manifestations. This course will
explore diseases found in hematology, dermatology, ophthalmology, and otorhinolaryngology (ear, nose,
and throat).

ME543 Basic Sciences Il (2 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to pathophysiology with an organ systems-based approach. Students will integrate
anatomic and physiologic principles to develop an understanding of selected diseases with an emphasis
on epidemiology, etiology, pathophysiology, and clinical manifestations. This course will explore diseases
of the gastrointestinal, cardiovascular, and pulmonary systems.

MES553 Basic Sciences Il (2 credits) This course is the third in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to pathophysiology with an organ systems-based approach. Students will integrate
anatomic and physiologic principles to develop an understanding of selected diseases with an emphasis
on epidemiology, etiology, pathophysiology, and clinical manifestations. This course will explore
disorders of the nervous and musculoskeletal systems, and infectious diseases.

ME563 Basic Sciences IV (2 credits) This course is the fourth in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to pathophysiology with an organ systems-based approach. Students will integrate
anatomic and physiologic principles to develop an understanding of selected diseases with an emphasis
on epidemiology, etiology, pathophysiology, and clinical manifestations. This course will explore
disorders of renal, genitourinary, and endocrine systems, women'’s health and pregnancy, pediatrics and
geriatrics.

ME507 Patient Assessment | (3 credits) This course is the first in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to patient assessment using and organ systems based approach to history taking,
physical examinations and completion of associated medical documentation. The patient assessment |
course will specifically cover general principles of history taking and physical examinations, as well as
assessment components in the disciplines of hematology, dermatology, ophthalmology and
otolaryngology (ear nose and throat).

ME547 Patient Assessment Il (3 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to patient assessment using an organ systems based approach to history taking,
physical examinations and completion of associated medical documentation. The patient assessment Il
course will specifically cover assessment components in the disciplines in cardiology, pulmonology and
gastroenterology.

MES557 Patient Assessment Il (3 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to patient assessment using an organ systems based approach to history taking,
physical examinations and completion of associated medical documentation. The patient assessment Il
course will specifically cover assessment components in the disciplines in cardiology, pulmonology and
gastroenterology. This course is the third in a series of four courses designed to introduce students to
patient assessment using an organ systems based approach to history taking, physical examination and
completion of associated medical documentation. the patient assessment Il course will specifically cover
assessment components in the discipline of neurology, psychiatry, orthopedics, rheumatology and
infectious disease.



MES567 Patient Assessment IV (3 credits) This course is the final in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to patient assessment using an organ systems based approach to history taking,
physical examinations and completion of associated medical documentation. The patient assessment IV
course will specifically cover assessment components in the disciplines of urology, nephrology,
endocrinology, women's health, pediatrics and geriatrics.

MES503 Clinical Pharmacology | (2 credits) This course is the first in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical pharmacology through an organ systems-based
approach. The Clinical Pharmacology | course will specifically cover the basic principles of pharmacology,
principles of pharmacogenomics, anti-infective agents, and dietary supplements and herbal medications,
as well as cover therapeutics used to treat conditions found in the hematologic, dermatological,
ophthalmological, and otorhinolaryngological (ENT) organ systems.

ME549 Clinical Pharmacology Il (2 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed
to introduce students to the broad scope of clinical pharmacology through an organ systems-based
approach. The Clinical Pharmacology Il course will specifically cover therapeutics used to treat conditions
found in the cardiovascular, pulmonary, and gastrointestinal organ systems.

MES559 Clinical Pharmacology Il (2 credits) This course is the third in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical pharmacology through an organ systems-based
approach. The Clinical Pharmacology Il course will specifically cover therapeutics used to treat
conditions found in the neurological, musculoskeletal, as well as drugs used to treat obesity and special
topics in infectious disease.

ME569 Clinical Pharmacology IV (2 credits) This course is the final in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical pharmacology through an organ systems-based
approach. The Clinical Pharmacology IV course will specifically cover therapeutics used to treat
conditions found in the renal and genitourinary and endocrine organ systems, as well as drugs used in
reproductive health, pediatrics, geriatrics.

ME515 Clinical Medicine | (2 credits) This course is the first in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical medicine through an organ systems-based approach.
The Clinical Medicine | course will specifically cover diseases found in hematology, dermatology,
ophthalmology, and otorhinolaryngology (ear, nose, and throat). Course content will be deployed
through a combination of asynchronous and synchronous sessions over the course of the term.

MES545 Clinical Medicine Il (3 credits) This course is the second in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical medicine through an organ systems-based approach.
The Clinical Medicine Il course will specifically cover diseases found in the cardiovascular, pulmonary,
and gastrointestinal systems. Course content will be deployed through a combination of asynchronous
and synchronous sessions over the course of the term.

MES555 Clinical Medicine Il (3 credits) This course is the third in a series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical medicine through an organ systems-based approach.
The Clinical Medicine Il course will specifically cover diseases found in the neurological, musculoskeletal,
rheumatology systems as well as infectious disease. Course content will be deployed through a
combination of asynchronous and synchronous sessions over the course of the term.



ME565 Clinical Medicine IV (3 credits) This course is the final in the series of four courses designed to
introduce students to the broad scope of clinical medicine through an organ systems-based approach.
The Clinical Medicine IV course will specifically cover renal and genitourinary organ systems, endocrine,
women’s health, pediatrics and geriatrics. Course content will be be deployed through a combination of
asynchronous and synchronous sessions over the course of the term.

MES523 Diagnostic Methods | (1 credit) This course is the first in a series of three courses designed to
introduce students to the different diagnostic methods available for the evaluation and diagnosis of
medical conditions. The Diagnostic Methods | course will specifically cover general laboratory tests
encountered in primary care as well as an introduction to the different imaging modalities including plain
radiography (X-ray), computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and
ultrasonography.

ME542 Diagnostic Methods Il (2 credits) This course is the second in a series of three courses designed
to introduce students to the different diagnostic methods available for the evaluation and diagnosis of
medical conditions. The Diagnostic Methods Il course will specifically cover chest, abdomen, and
vascular imaging, as well as electrocardiograms (ECGs), echocardiograms (ECHOs), and pulmonary
function tests (PFTs).

MES574 Research (1 credit) This is the second of two sequential courses in the track of evidence-based
medicine. Building on the knowledge gained from the Evidence-based Medicine course, students will be
engaged in critically appraising synthesized evidence such as scoping review, systematic review and
meta-analysis, and to analyze clinical practice guidelines.

ME501 Introduction to the Health Professions (1 credit) This course offers an overview of the physician
assistant (PA) profession within the broader context of health care delivery. Students will explore the
history, evolution, and current scope of PA practice, including its critical role in interprofessional teams.
The course examines foundational concepts in health policy and law, with an emphasis on how these
elements shape clinical practice. Ethical issues in health care are addressed, fostering professional
awareness and moral reasoning in patient care. Through this introduction, students will gain a deeper
understanding of the PA profession’s values, responsibilities, and contributions to modern health
systems.

MES522 Mindfulness in Medicine (1 credit) This course is an introduction to the application of
mindfulness techniques for clinicians preparing to engage in the practice of medicine. Mindfulness refers
to the directing of one's attention to the present experience, on a moment to moment basis, without
judging the sensations, thoughts or feelings experienced. This course is six weeks in duration.

ME535 Preventive Medicine (2 credits) This course is designed to introduce students to the discipline of
health promotion and preventive medicine. Many illnesses that patients suffer from and succumb to
could be avoided with timely and appropriate behavioral intervention, screening, and preventive
measures. This Preventive Medicine course will give students the evidence-based knowledge and tools
necessary to impart meaningful changes in their patients’ lives.

MES550 Behavioral Health (1 credit) This course introduces students to foundational concepts in
behavioral health relevant to clinical practice. Students will explore the distinctions between normal
physical, social, and psychosocial processes and those altered by illness or injury. The course provides an



overview of neurobiological and genetic factors influencing mental iliness and equips students with the
tools to assess a patient's mental health and developmental status. Emphasis is placed on understanding
the classification of mental disorders as defined in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM-5). Students will also learn to recognize when to make appropriate and timely referrals
and appreciate the collaborative roles of various healthcare professionals in managing mental health
conditions. Additionally, the course highlights the role of family and community dynamics in patient care
and promotes self-awareness regarding the clinician’s own mental health, exploring how personal well-
being intersects with professionalism, cultural competence, and the clinician-patient relationship.

MES554 Cross Cultural Health (1 credit) In this course, the student will be challenged to interrogate and
refine their own belief systems as one works to build a general understanding of cultural knowledge. The
student will be given the opportunity to recognize and mitigate factors that contribute to health
disparities and limited access. The student will also learn practical strategies for engaging patients in a
manner that demonstrates cultural humility.

MES575 Medical Ethics (1 credit) This course is designed to introduce students to the field of medical
ethics and allow students to think through common ethical scenarios they may face throughout clinical
practice. The Franklin Pierce University AZ PA Program supports the AAPA’s Guidelines for Ethical
Conduct for the Physician Assistant Profession and the NCCPA’s Code of Conduct for Certified and
Certifying Physician Assistants. During this course, the student will be given the opportunity to discuss
topics covered in each of these publications as well as discuss patient cases in which ethical decision
making was required.

MES573 Clinical Skills (4 credits) This course prepares students for supervised clinical practice by
introducing procedures commonly performed in pre-, intra-, and post-operative settings. Emphasis is
placed on developing hands-on clinical skills, ensuring patient safety, and adhering to healthcare
regulations, including HIPAA and OSHA guidelines. The course underscores the Physician Assistant's role
in preventing medical errors and promoting safe, evidence-based care throughout all phases of clinical
procedures. Students will also demonstrate proficiency in skills required for Advanced Cardiovascular Life
Support (ACLS) certification and compliance.

CLINICAL YEAR

ME650 (5 credits) The Internal Medicine supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows students to
apply fundamental medical knowledge developed during the didactic year and advance their clinical
skills in primary and specialty care areas of medicine.

During this five-week course, the student will have the opportunity to: 1) build and increase the ability to
develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills while seeing patients within the internal medicine
setting, 2) assess commonly encountered medical problems, 3) order and interpret appropriate
diagnostic studies, 4) manage common medical problems, 5) practice medicine as part of a healthcare
team, and 6) observe, assist, or perform common internal medicine procedures under the supervision of
a clinical preceptor. This course may include extended clinical care hours, inpatient services, emergency
department, hospital calls, and community responsibilities as deemed appropriate by the supervising
preceptor.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8



MEG651 (5 credits) The Family Medicine supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows students to
use knowledge, skills, and abilities gained throughout the didactic year to interact with, evaluate,
diagnose, and treat primary care patients under appropriate supervision.

During this five-week course, students will be given the opportunity to: 1) apply a fund of knowledge in
basic and clinical sciences to the understanding of common diseases encountered in family medicine; 2)
effectively interact and communicate with patients to obtain a thorough history and conduct pertinent
physical examinations; 3) use critical thinking to generate appropriate differential diagnoses; 4)
formulate, justify, and carry out appropriate diagnostic and management plans based on current medical
evidence; 5) practice common procedures encountered in primary care settings; 6) organize and present
information and medical decision making to other members of the healthcare team through oral
presentation and construction of clinical notes; 7) provide education to patients and their families; and
8) demonstrate professionalism and respect for patients, their families, other students, and all members
of the healthcare team throughout the rotation. This course may include extended clinical care hours,
inpatient services, emergency department, hospital call, and community responsibilities as deemed
appropriate by the supervising preceptor.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8

ME652 (5 credits) The Emergency Medicine supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows
students to use knowledge, skills, and abilities gained throughout the didactic year to interact with,
evaluate, diagnose, and treat emergency patients under appropriate supervision.

During this five-week course, students will be given the opportunity to: 1) perform histories and physical
exams appropriate for the emergency department setting; 2) apply knowledge of pathophysiology,
pharmacology, and clinical manifestations of disease to emergent conditions; 3) observe and assist with
common procedures performed in the emergency department setting; 4) apply problem-solving skills in
the management of patients; 5)organize and present information and medical decision making to other
members of the healthcare team through oral presentation and construction of clinical notes; and 6)
provide education to patients and their families, other students, and all members of the healthcare team
throughout the shifts, as deemed appropriate by the supervising preceptor.

*SCPES can be offered in terms 5-8

ME653 (5 credits) The Surgery supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows students to use
knowledge, skills, and abilities gained throughout the didactic year to interact with, evaluate, diagnose,
and treat surgery patients under appropriate supervision.

During this five-week course, students will be given the opportunity to: 1) obtain histories and perform
physical exams in the pre- and post-operative settings; 2) understand the indications, contraindications,
possible complications, and limitations in the management of surgical conditions; 3) understand the
indications and limitations of various surgical procedures; 4) assist effectively with surgical procedures in
the intraoperative setting; 5) assist in all particulars delegated by the supervising preceptor; 6) apply
critical thinking and problem-solving skills in the management of surgical patients; 7) organize and
present information and medical decision making to other members of the healthcare team through oral
presentation and construction of clinical notes; 9) provide education to patients and their families; and



10) demonstrate professionalism and respect for patients, their families, other students, and all
members of the healthcare team throughout the rotation. This course may include extended clinical care
hours, inpatient services, emergency department, hospital call, and community responsibilities as
deemed appropriate by the supervising preceptor.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8

ME654 (5 credits) The Pediatrics supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows for the students'
application of history taking, physical examination, diagnosis, and management of patients in the
pediatric population.

During this five-week course, the student will be given the opportunity to: 1) perform well child exams,
2) perform pediatric problem-oriented exams, 3) evaluate common pediatric illnesses; and 4) evaluate
the care of the newborn. Emphasis will also be placed on patient and family education on treatment and
preventative measures for common pediatric conditions. This course may include extended clinical care
hours, inpatient services, emergency department, hospital call, and community responsibilities as
deemed appropriate by the supervising preceptor.

*SCPES can be offered in terms 5-8

MEG655 (5 credits) The Women's Health supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE) allows students to
use knowledge, skills, and abilities gained throughout the didactic year to interact with, evaluate,
diagnose, and treat women's health patients under appropriate supervision.

During this five-week course, students will be given the opportunity to: 1) apply a fund of knowledge in
basic and clinical sciences to the understanding of common diseases encountered in women's health; 2)
effectively interact and communicate with patients to obtain a thorough history and conduct pertinent
physical examinations; 3) use critical thinking to generate appropriate differential diagnoses; 4)
formulate appropriate diagnostic and management plans based on current medical evidence; 5) practice
common procedures encountered in women's health; 6) organize and present information and medical
decision making to other members of the healthcare team through oral presentation and construction of
clinical notes; 7) provide education to patients and their families; and 8) demonstrate professionalism
and respect for patients, their families, other students, and all members of the healthcare team
throughout the rotation. This course may include extended clinical hours, inpatient services, emergency
department, hospital call, and community responsibilities as deemed appropriate by the supervising
preceptor.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8

ME656 The Behavioral Medicine (Psychiatry) (5 credits) supervised clinical practice experience (SCPE)
allows for the students’ application of history taking, physical examination, diagnosis, and management
of patients with behavioral health and/or psychiatric conditions.

During this five-week course the student will be given the opportunity to: (1) perform basic psychiatric
evaluations, (2) monitor medications, and (3) support the clinical management plan for patients
following psychiatric evaluation and treatment. This course may include extended clinical care hours,



inpatient services, emergency department, hospital call, and community responsibilities as deemed
appropriate by the supervising preceptor.

*SCPE may be offered in terms 5-8

ME657 Elective Rotation | (5 credits) The Elective supervised clinical practice experiences (SCPEs) are
five-week courses that provide students with experiences in medical/surgical specialties and/or
subspecialties. In each of these elective courses/rotations the student will be given the opportunity to:
1) gain clinical skills specific to the specialty of the rotation; 2) recognize conditions treatable by the
specialty so appropriate referrals can be made; 3) continue to develop skills in systematic medical
problem-solving and patient management; and 4) continue to establish or reinforce patters of
independent learning, self-evaluation, professional behavior, and communication skills.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8

MEG658 (5 credits) Elective Rotation Il The Elective supervised clinical practice experiences (SCPEs) are
five-week courses that provide students with experiences in medical/surgical specialties and/or
subspecialties. In each of these elective courses/rotations the student will be given the opportunity to:
1) gain clinical skills specific to the specialty of the rotation; 2) recognize conditions treatable by the
specialty so appropriate referrals can be made; 3) continue to develop skills in systematic medical
problem-solving and patient management; and 4) continue to establish or reinforce patters of
independent learning, self-evaluation, professional behavior, and communication skills.

*SCPEs can be offered in terms 5-8

ME693 Professional Practice | (1 credit) This course is part one of a 4-part course series during the
students’ clinical year. Professional Practice | is designed to prepare PA students for the transition from
didactic education to clinical practice. The course emphasizes the development of interpersonal and
communication skills essential for effective information exchange and collaboration with patients,
families, and healthcare teams. Students will explore the principles of interprofessional teamwork and
apply them to real-world clinical scenarios to optimize patient care. The business of healthcare, including
coding, billing, documentation, healthcare delivery systems, and health policy, will be introduced to
highlight their impact on clinical practice. Through engagement with board review questions, students
will demonstrate and reinforce their medical knowledge from the didactic and clinical phases of the
program. The course also focuses on developing clinical reasoning and problem-solving abilities through
patient case presentations. Additionally, students will analyze current evidence-based medical literature
to support lifelong learning and enhance diagnostic and therapeutic decision-making. This
comprehensive approach ensures students are well-prepared for both the clinical year and professional
practice.

ME694 Professional Practice Il (1 credit) This course is part two of a 4-part course series during the
students’ clinical year. Professional Practice Il continues the development of essential knowledge and
skills needed for clinical and professional success as a Physician Assistant. Students will review key laws
and regulations that govern PA practice and professional conduct, with particular attention to state and



federal laws regarding physician-assisted suicide and their implications for clinical decision-making. The
importance of medication-assisted treatment (MAT) waiver training will be explored as part of
addressing the current healthcare needs. Students will continue to demonstrate their medical
knowledge through the completion of board review questions and strengthen their clinical reasoning
and problem-solving skills through patient case presentations. The course emphasizes the critical
evaluation of evidence-based medical literature to support lifelong learning and informed clinical
practice. Additionally, students will apply principles of interprofessional collaboration to real-world
clinical scenarios, reinforcing the role of teamwork in optimizing patient care. This course ensures
students are well-prepared to meet both the clinical and ethical challenges of professional practice.

ME695 Professional Practice Il (1 credit) This course is part three of a 4-part course series during the
students’ clinical year. Professional Practice Ill is designed to refine clinical knowledge, reasoning, and
professional development in preparation for transition to practice. Students will demonstrate
comprehensive medical knowledge acquired throughout the didactic and clinical phases of the program
through completion of board review questions. Emphasis is placed on the critical appraisal of evidence-
based medical literature to support lifelong learning and enhance diagnostic and treatment decision-
making. Students will strengthen their clinical reasoning and problem-solving abilities through patient
case presentations, while continuing to apply principles of interprofessional collaboration in clinical
scenarios. Additionally, the course addresses strategies for maintaining personal wellness and preventing
professional impairment and burnout, equipping future PAs with the tools to sustain long and healthy
careers in healthcare.

ME696 Professional Practice IV (1 credit) This course is part four of a 4-part course series during the
students’ clinical year. Professional Practice IV is designed to synthesize and apply the knowledge and
skills developed throughout the PA program. Students will demonstrate their medical knowledge
through completion of board review questions and analysis of their prior assessment performance.
Emphasis will be placed on the application of clinical reasoning and problem-solving skills through
patient case presentation. Students will continue to analyze current evidence-based medical literature to
support decision-making and promote lifelong learning. The course also focuses on the provision of
medical care through telehealth/telemedicine services. Additionally, students will gain a deeper
understanding of the PA scope of practice, the importance of maintaining licensure and certification, and
strategies to ensure the sustainability of their professional careers. By the end of the course series,
students will be better prepared for clinical practice and will have a robust understanding of the
professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities of a Physician Assistant.



