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ALUMNI HOCKEY GAME

In February, Franklin Pierce welcomed 

back Alumni to the Jason Ritchie Ice 

Arena in Winchendon, MA.

1  Men’s Ice Hockey Alumni   

2  Ravens hanging out after the game!  

3  Family of the late Jim Hayden ‘73  

4  Bruce Kirsh ’71 with Alex (Eckhardt) 

Wilson ’10  5  A quick photo before they 

head to the ice!  6  Jacquelyn Goodell 

P’10 and Steven Goodell P’10
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DEVELOPMENT

S
ometimes a tradition is too good to let go, so Franklin 

Pierce has brought one back—Reunion Gift Chairs. 

These volunteers—one or two from each of this year’s 

special Rindge Reunion classes (classes ending in 1s 

and 6s)—are rallying their respective class members to attend the 

upcoming Reunion, and to give back to Franklin Pierce by making a 

monetary donation to the University. 

Think about it. Did you beneft from your time at Franklin Pierce? 

Did Franklin Pierce launch you into a productive life 

and career? Did you make lifelong friends? Do you 

want to ensure that Franklin Pierce thrives and edu-

cates generations for decades to come?

The Reunion Gift Chairs have been reaching out 

since the start of the 2016-16 Academic Year and will 

continue to do so until Alumni Reunion 2016 on the 

Rindge campus, June 24-26. Meet these generous 

alumni, who are giving their time and treasure to 

help make your alma mater and your Class strong!

Michelle Barbeau ’11, MBA ’13  

(5th Reunion)

Vivacious. Enthusiastic. Creative. Smart. These 

are some of the words that come to mind when 

describing the Reunion Gift Chair for 

2011. Michelle is Associate Director of 

Enrollment and Retention for Franklin 

Pierce’s CGPS programs, where she 

advises undergraduate students, and 

recruits for the CGPS graduate and un-

dergraduate programs. She enjoys work-

ing for her alma mater because, “It’s a 

place I’m so passionate about. It’s easy 

to promote it because I love it so much, 

and it’s fun to share my story. Education 

can really change your life. To be on 

the front lines and follow students all 

the way to graduation, to share in their 

successes and know I helped a little bit 

is awesome!”

Michelle already knows many people 

in her class and is eager to connect with 

more. She understands how important 

donor participation is to demonstrate 

to outside funding sources that Franklin 

Pierce alumni support the 

institution, so she readily 

accepted the challenge of 

Reunion Gift Chair. “I want 

to be able to help Franklin 

Pierce succeed,” she says. “My 

hope is to get half of my class 

to participate, no matter the 

amount. It’s all about par-

ticipation.” So far, this young 

class has charged out of the 

gate under Michelle’s leader-

ship. Keep it up!

Kirt Sampson II ’06, MBA ’14 (10th Reunion)

Kirt is a second-generation alumnus, whose father, also 

named Kirt, graduated from Franklin Pierce’s Concord 

campus in 1984. Kirt fell in love with the Rindge campus 

and loved his experience as an undergraduate. He still 

keeps in touch with some of his professors, who encouraged 

him to go on for a graduate degree when he started working 

as an accountant for the Department of Veterans Afairs. 

Once again, Kirt chose Franklin Pierce, where he got his 

MBA in Leadership. He appreciates all of the networking 

opportunities and being able to fashion a hybrid program of 

both online and on-campus classes. Now Acting Chief of Accounting 

at the VA Medical Center, Kirt handles internal audits and construc-

tion accounting, and has taken on supervisory responsibilities. 

As Reunion Gift Chair, he is enjoying the chance to reconnect with 

fellow ’06 alumni and welcomes “the opportunity to volunteer and 

give back. I received a Presidential Scholarship, which helped out 

with my college expenses, and am happy to be able to help current 

students receive that same help. I’m hop-

ing to at least double class participation 

this year from last year.” Kirt emphasizes 

that giving something, no matter the size, 

is better than giving nothing, since partici-

pation is key. He says, “I consider Franklin 

Pierce to be a lifelong connection.”

Mike Gasper ’01 (15th Reunion)

Co-Founder and Executive Director of 

Extra Special Parents, headquartered 

in Richmond, Va., Mike epitomizes the 

Return of Reunion Gift Chairs!
Eight reasons why volunteers reach out to classmates

Kirt Sampson II ’06, MBA ’14

Michelle Barbeau ’11, 

MBA ’13

ABOVE  

AND RIGHT: 

Mike Gasper 

’01
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Franklin Pierce spirit of caring and com-

munity. For years he worked with young 

children caught in the foster care system 

through no fault of their own. Then he 

decided to “do something diferent” by 

empowering children to be part of the 

decision regarding their ideal family, so 

that they could be stabilized more read-

ily and, ultimately, become productive 

members of society. “If I change one life 

in my lifetime, then I’ve done something,” 

says Mike. “I have a strong belief that 

every child deserves the love and support 

of family and community.”

Mike took on the challenge of Reunion 

Gift Chair with the realization that “Franklin 

Pierce has had such a signifcant impact 

on my life. I’ll do whatever is needed when 

called upon. People can become detached 

from a place we all called home for four years; 

we need to reconnect, refect, and think of 

our time at Franklin Pierce. It’s a University 

of chances and hope. Franklin Pierce meant so much to me, and I 

know it meant that to others. It’s a very special place.”

Abby Gordon-Tolan ’91 (25th Reunion)

Make no mistake about it; Franklin Pierce prepares its students to 

take on just about anything. “Franklin Pierce had a lot to do with 

helping me take risks and building my confdence as an intellectual,” 

says Abby, who was a teacher in the School of the Future in New York 

City, and then went on to become a writer and stand-up comic. “I 

didn’t have a strong academic identity as a high school student,” says 

Abby, “but Franklin Pierce teachers pointed out strengths I didn’t 

know were there, which had a huge impact on me personally and aca-

demically. One particular professor said, ‘You’re better than this!’ He 

pushed me and didn’t let me fail.”

Abby has twin 8-year-old sons 

and keeps very busy as an involved 

parent and community member. 

She took on the role of Reunion Gift 

Chair because, “Franklin Pierce 

was so important in shaping me as a 

person and a successful adult. I love 

my class! They’re such great people, 

and I am so proud to be their peer. I 

want to help make a diference.”

Tony Savageau ’86  

(30th Reunion)

Staying power is what Tony is all about; he’s had only two jobs 

in 30 years, and landed his frst before he even graduated. A 

computer science management major, Tony credits his liberal 

arts education and learning to work with people in 

diferent groups for getting a leg up in working for 

global companies. Back in high school, Tony was living 

in Germany and is happy that a friend found out about 

Pierce through a postcard! He met his wife, Karen ’85, 

at Pierce during RA training in his junior year. They 

have three children and live in Massachusetts. 

Tony enjoys reconnecting with his classmates as 

Reunion Gift Chair. “I’ve spoken with a half dozen 

people I hadn’t spoken with in 25 years. Ideally, I’d 

love to see 20-25 percent of our class participate 

in giving and in Reunion,” says Tony. “Andy Card 

is reinvigorating the whole campus. His mission is 

a good one. The last Pierce magazine was a great 

comprehensive publication. It made me go down and 

look in the basement, where I found several old photo 

albums from Franklin Pierce days…I found a treasure 

trove of memories!”

Cindy (Murray) Schutzman ’81 (35th Reunion)

Cindy is not only thankful for a great 

education that has served her well ca-

reer-wise, but she also credits Frank-

lin Pierce with having “a major impact 

on my life because I met my husband, 

David ’83, here and have been happily 

married for 30 years!” Cindy and 

David have two sons and live in Con-

necticut. Cindy worked in sales for 28 

years for a major consumer package 

goods company in Stamford, Conn., 

and then worked as a consultant for 

four additional years before retiring 

in August. “Franklin Pierce wasn’t the 

center of my life during those years,” 

says Cindy, “but it was the foundation 

of many friendships that I still have. 

Franklin Pierce was the perfect place 

for me to become my own person; it 

really did a lot for me.”

Cindy appreciates President 

Card’s vision for the school and cites 

it as one of the reasons she took on 

the role of Reunion Gift Chair. “I 

don’t think many people realize that 

even if they give $25, it’s a big help. 

Foundations ask what the alumni 

participation rate is; why would 

other people invest in the University 

if the alumni don’t? It’s not what you 

give, it’s that you give; that’s my main 

message as Reunion Chair.”

A LIFELONG  
CONNECTION
Be sure to look for communications 

from your Reunion Gift Chair in the 

mail, email, and on Facebook and 

LinkedIn! To update your alumni 

contact information so that you are 

included in communications, please 

go to: www.franklinpierce.edu/

alumni/info_update.htm.

If you would consider volunteering as 

a class representative, please 

contact: Alumni & Parent  

Relations Director Julie Zahn, 

(603) 899-1159, 

 zahnj@franklinpierce.edu

ABOVE: 

Cindy (Murray) Schutzman 

’81

LEFT AND BELOW:

Tony Savageau ’86
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Carleen (Albonizio) Farrell ’71 

(45th Reunion)

“Life hasn’t been anything but exciting 

from the moment of thinking about 

graduation and my future!” says Car-

leen, who has been on the University’s 

Board of Trustees since 2010, having 

also served 1981-1994. “I couldn’t 

leave Franklin Pierce behind; I’m still 

wedded to how well it does. I went 

away and took it with me. Friends are 

the gift you give yourself, and I gave 

myself the gift of my Franklin Pierce 

friends.” Carleen, who has had a long 

and successful career in higher educa-

tion, “learned a lot in the classroom, 

but my out-of-the-classroom experiences were lifelong, like 

working in residential life and admissions as a student.”

As Reunion Gift Chair, Carleen quickly gathered a team of 

dedicated ’71 classmates, including Bruce Crockett, Bruce Kirsh, 

and Phil Curry, who are helping to reach out to classmates to boost 

donor and Reunion participation. “I’ve always felt like fundraising was 

part of my responsibility,” says Carleen. “I love Franklin Pierce and 

want to be sure it’s here for many generations to come! It’s important 

to have something to reach for beyond day-to-day ups and downs.”

John Burke ’66, Dave Groder ’66 (50th Reunion)

John and Dave have been lifelong friends and are now working together 

to reach out to their 50th Reunion class. Dave reminisces on the “tre-

mendous infuence Franklin Pierce has had on my life. Those of us who 

came in the frst year were pioneers. It was a total lesson in life. It also 

taught us respect and gave us a sense of pride.” Dave met his wife, Gail, 

while at Franklin Pierce and had a long career in the printing business; 

John went on to work for the FBI for three decades before opening 

his own investigative company. For a while, Dave and John went their 

separate ways, but within the 

past 15 years or so, they began 

getting together regularly, and 

now, “It’s like we’re brothers 

again!” says Dave.

Dave and John share a 

passion for the University—a 

place they helped get of the 

ground in a team efort with 

faculty, staf, and students. 

“We’d like to help more. We 

still have pride. Maybe the older you get, the more pride you get,” says 

Dave. “Can you imagine if all alumni gave even $5 apiece? It’s our 50th 

Reunion and John and I would certainly love to see all of you. If you 

haven’t been to Pierce in a while, please re-engage. Come and meet 

some new friends and visit with your old classmates!” 

ABOVE: Carleen  

(Albonizio) Farrell ’71  

RIGHT: Dave Groder ’66 

and John Burke ’66
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60s
Ronald Savarese ’66 retired from 

the automobile business in 2004. 

He and Gail relocated to St. 

Augustine, Fla., and Ron is now 

working as a Realtor with Davidson 

Realty at World Golf Village. Ron has 

been in contact with some of his 

classmates over the last few years 

and is looking forward to Alumni 

Reunion Weekend in June to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the frst graduating class of Franklin 

Pierce. Ron’s daughters live in 

Charlotte, N.C., and his oldest 

granddaughter started her 

freshman year at Mt. Holyoke.

John S. Flood ’68 has moved to 

Murrells Inlet, S.C., and is playing 

golf and enjoying retirement.

Barry Johnson ’68 is living in North 

Carolina and received his Ph.D. in 

Psychology from Walden University.

Anthony “Tony” Abatino ’69 

writes, “Retired. Enjoying my four 

grandchildren and family. Spending 

time in warm climates and playing 

golf. Watching soccer on the big 

screen!”

Kenneth (Kenn) Brown ’69 

“Oft-times I have wondered what 

my life would have been like if 

Franklin Pierce University (nee 

Franklin Pierce College) was not the 

basis for my higher educational 

pursuit upon graduating from high 

school in 1965. Although Franklin 

Pierce University was not the 

academic institution of higher 

learning that presented me with a 

sheepskin, it was the foundation 

that set the tone for future growth 

and development. 

Over the years I have found the 

Pierce Class Notes as a vehicle to 

see how former fellow students 

have wended their way to signifcant 

accomplishments as well as where 

their present station in life has taken 

them. As a non-graduate of Pierce, I 

found myself caught between a rock 

and a hard place, if you will, in 

submitting updates to Class Notes 

since I am not a Pierce graduate; but 

to be perfectly honest it has become 

more pronounced at this time when 

one recognizes 50 years have gone 

by the wayside! So the time has 

come to share with other 

classmates that have or would have 

graduated in the Class of 1969 for 

various reasons, from the general to 

the specifc, but none more salient, 

then the opportunity that Pierce was 

the laboratory that allowed me to 

develop an enhanced sense of 

value, an avenue to foster 

awareness about social and 

practical pursuits, and a pathway for 

me to develop a persona that to this 

day has held sway. 

I also write with a sense of 

thanks to the educators I 

encountered over my two years at 

Pierce, including, but not limited to, 

my philosophy professor, Mr. 

DeSimone, who opened my eyes to 

a broader world perspective, and to 

Coach Matson who instilled in me, 

as an athlete, intestinal fortitude, 

drive, and motivation. 

Finally, it’s a chance to refect 

back on the past 50 years when, as 

a 17-year-old, I stepped onto a 

college setting for the frst time to 

accept the challenges, adventures, 

and the unknown. In leaving Pierce, I 

headed to the University of Miami 

where using the tools aforded me 

at Pierce, I graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science, majoring in 

Psychology. While at the U of M, I 

played baseball and basketball. I 

enjoyed the travels and situations 

that playing for a major university 

gives an athlete, including spending 

time playing baseball in South and 

Central America. My passion for 

baseball also led to a number of 

major league tryouts, though I never 

made it to the big show. 

Subsequently, I entered, but 

never completed, a doctoral 

program in Public Administration/

Health Care at NYU. This, however, 

in and of itself led to a 45-year 

career in health care, starting at 

Mount Sinai in Miami Beach to Long 

Island Jewish in Lake Success, N.Y., 

to the Margaret Tietz Center, a 

not-for-proft nursing home in 

Jamaica, N.Y., where the mission 

was to care for survivors of the 

Holocaust. I spent 31 years as its 

President and CEO.”

David Fernandez ’69 writes, “Hello 

class of ’69. I’ve remained happily 

married after 32 years to Cathie and 

have two children. I’m working as 

CEO of OEM America in Hartford 

and always looking for successful 

FPU graduates. Still avidly sailing 

and golfng. Emailed Bob Ackerman 

’68 and LinkedIn with Tim Sherry. 

Heard Bob Baldanza is well. My son, 

Tyler, just retired from the Pittsburgh 

Penquins organization and the 

ECHL and started his own stafng 

company in Springfeld, Mass. My 

daughter, Brooke, is teaching history 

and is also the girls head hockey 

coach at Brewster Academy in N.H.”

Jane Lisa (Kramer) Johnson ’69 

“Happy New Year! I have developed 

a private practice specializing in 

individual therapies to include 

whole health nutritional models 

and specialized wellness. This has 

been a focus since leaving a major 

medical center on the central coast 

of beautiful California!”

Timothy Sherry ’69 writes, “I 

retired to the West Coast of Florida 

after owning and running four 

businesses in Vermont for 15 years. 

My wife, Laura (Falzone) Sherry 

’68, and I are living in paradise. 

Laura is still teaching languages at 

a A-1 high school and loves it. I 

thought I was retired, but then I 

was ofered a corporate position 

with an $8 billion RPM company, 

which lasted the last 16 years. I 

was the Northeast Regional 

Manager for Increte Systems, a 

division of Euclid Chemical. Even 

though I fnally retired, I’m doing a 

little real estate as an International 

Referral Agent to keep me busy 

along with fshing and riding my 

fun Honda 750 Shadow Trike 

Motorcycle. I’m loving the Florida 

lifestyle. Hello to my fantastic 

pioneer Class of ’69.”

70s
After 36 years as the Founder and 

President of MRI-Sales Consultants 

of Rhode Island, Peter Cotton ’70 

moved to Franklin, Mass., and 

rebranded his executive search frm. 

He is now the President and 

Founder of Best Sales Talent, LLC, 

(www.bestsalestalent.com) where 

he continues his work in search and 

recruitment of sales, sales 

management, and marketing talent 

with his client companies. While 

running MRI-Sales Consultants of 

Rhode Island, Peter was also the 

Founder and President of the 

all-volunteer Make-A-Wish 

Foundation of Rhode Island, a 

non-proft charity that grants 

wishes to children with 

life-threatening illnesses. Peter and 

his wife, Leslie, have two daughters 

and three grandchildren.

Ken Akroyd ’71 reports, “Still 

enjoying retirement on Cape Cod. I 

traveled a bit this year 

(Barcelona-Rome-Orlando) and 

liked each place in that order. If it 

wasn’t for Franklin Pierce, I doubt 

that I would be here.”

Bruce Barrett, ’71, recently renewed 

his Massachusetts license as a 

Mental Health Counselor and contin-

ues to work at South Bay Mental 

Health in Plymouth, Mass., with 

specialties in psychotherapy with 

Partial Hospital Groups, adults and 

children on the autism spectrum, 

and military families and veterans.

CLASS NOTES

http://www.bestsalestalent.com
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